TUSCALOOSA ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING SYNOPSIS
Monday, March 24, 2025, 5:00 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairperson: Michele Coley
Board Members: Tim, Gilliam, Paul Rollins Jr., Austin Merriweather and Mary Kathryn Holt

ABSENT: Joe Eatmon, Sr.

CITY STAFF PRESENT:

Chad Hobbs, Senior Associate City Attorney
Zach Ponds, Director of Planning

Jonathan Bowen, Zoning Administrator

CITY ATTORNEY OFFICE

There was no update from the City Attorney’s office.

CASES REQUESTING TO WITHDRAW OR CONTINUE

CASES TO BE HEARD

Zoning Administrator, Jonathan Bowen, presented the following items to the Board:

ZBA-08-25: Rod Shirley petitions for a variance from the accessory structure regulations on the
property located at 5217 Overbrook Road. Zoned SFR-1. (Council District 6).

Rod Shirley represented the petition.

Three comments in opposition were submitted.

One comment in support was submitted.

Joan Vaughn spoke in opposition to the petition.

Jerry Colvin spoke in favor of the petition.

The petitioner requested a variance from the accessory structure regutations to allow a ten-foot by
ten-foot tent to remain in the driveway. In the absence of a tent the driveway is unusable from June
to September. The petitioner stated that the tent enhances the value of the home. And the tent in

no way hinders, obstructs, or creates any potential risk.

Chairperson Coley read the petition for a variance from the accessory structure regulations on the
property located at 5217 Overbook Road. Zoned SFR-1. (Council District 6).



The petition was denied.

ZBA-09-25: Partners in Recovery petitions for variance from the use specific regulations to operate
a group home on the property located at 600 34™ Avenue. Zoned MR-1. (Council District 1).

Jon Tyler and Bob Weatherly represented the petition.

Three comments in opposition were submitted as well as a petition in opposition consisting of 29
signatures.

Chairperson Coley and other commission members stated that the city established the new codes
to maintain the character of the neighborhoods. And to flood one area with this type of housing
would not be honoring the new codes and guidelines that the city has established.

Bob Weatherly stated that the property will serve as a sober living facility housing individuals
engaged in recovery programs. The residents will be monitored by full-time Phoenix House staff. If
the request is denied, they would be unable to offer housing to those striving to achieve and
maintain recovery.

Glynn Ford spoke in favor of the petition.

Capria Woodson Tabor spoke in opposition to the petition.,

Chairperson Coley read the petition for a special exception to operate a group home on the
property located at 600 34" Avenue. Zoned MR-1. (Council District 1).

The petition was denied.

ZBA-10-25: Partners in Recovery petitions for a special exception to operate a group home on the
property located at 600 34™ Avenue. Zoned MR-1. (Council District 1).

Jon Tyler and Bob Weatherly represented the petition.

3 comments in opposition were submitted as well as a petition in opposition consisting of 29
signatures.

Chairperson Coley read the petition for a special exception to operate a group home on the
property located at 600 34™ Avenue. Zoned MR-1. (Council District 1).

The petition was denied.

ZBA-11-25: Karl Sodergren petitions for a variance from the residential setback and ground
coverage regulations on the property located at1220 14™ Street. Zoned SFR-3. (Council District 4).



Karl Sodergren represented the petition.
No one spoke in favor of or in opposition to the petition.

One comment in support of the petition and one comment with questions regarding the side
setback were submitted.

The petitioner stated that strict adherence to the setback and ground cover ratio requirement would
render the lot unbuitdable.

The petitioner proposed to build a 960 square foot building with parking tucked inside a garage.

Chairperson Coley read the petition for a variance from the residential setback and ground
coverage regulations on the property located at 1220 14™ Street. Zoned SFR-3. (Council District 4).

The motion passed by unanimous vote.

ZBA-12-25: Herndon, Hicks and Associates, Inc. petitions for a variance from the minimum lot area
and minimum tot width regulations to subdivide a lot located at 501 3rd Street. Zoned SFR-E.
(Council District 6).

Mike Hicks represented the petition.

No one spoke in favor of or in opposition to the petition.

The petitioner requested a variance from the residential regulations to create two non-confirming
lots.

The petitioner also requested a variance from the minimum lot width and lot size requirements. The
petitioner stated that by subdividing the property it will become ideal for small affordable housing.

Chairperson Coley read the petition for a variance from the minimum lot area and minimum lot
width regulations to subdivide a lot located at 501 3" Street, Zoned SFR-E. (Council District 6).

The petition was denied.
ZBA-13-25: Bobby Herndon petition for a variance from the minimum lot area regulations to
reconfigure two non-confirming lots on the property located at 56 Cherokee Hills. Zoned SFR-E.

(Council District 6).

Mike Hicks represented the petition.



No one spoke in favor of or in opposition to the petition.

The petitioner stated that there are currently two conforming lots, and the petitioner would like to
move one of the property lines further away from the adjacent residence.

There are currently two lots, and they will remain two lots.

Chairperson Coley read the petition for a variance from the minimum lot area regulations to
reconfigure two non-confirming lots on the property located at 56 Cherokee Hills. Zoned SFR-E.
(Council District 6),

The motion passed by unanimous vote.

ZBA-14-25: Scott Russell petitions for a variance from the residential setback regulations on the
property located at 2501 16" Street East. Zoned SFR-2. (Council District 6).

Scott Russell represented the petition.
No one spoke in favor of or in opposition to the petition.
The petitioner stated that the existing house has a small attic space with an internal stairway.

The petitioner plans to alter this space to meet building code requirements including the stairs, fire
safety, and egress.

Chairperson Coley read the petition for a variance from the residential setback regulations on the
property located at 2501 16" Street East. Zoned SFR-2. (Council District 6).

The motion passed by unanimous vote.

ZBA-15-25: Vanessa Lockhart petitions for a special exception to allow the short-term rental on the
property located at 2516 Stanford Drive. Zoned SFR-2. (Council District 6).

Vanessa Lockhart represented the petition.

One comment in opposition was submitted.

Carol Wooden spoke in opposition to the petition. She stated that her main concern was noise. And
that a noise regulation should be attached to the contract of the short-term rental agreement.



Chairperson Coley read the petition for a special exception to allow short-term rental on the
property located at 2516 Stanford Drive. Zoned SFR-2. (Council District 6) subject to the following
conditions:

a.

0 o0 o

a maximum of six (6) Adults

a maximum of three (3) Vehicles

a maximum of 30 nights for a 1-year probationary period

Accessory structures cannot be occupied by anyone at any time

No vehicles may be parked on the street while the house is being rented short-term
A City of Tuscaloosa business license must be obtained before operations begin
One car must be parked in the garage

The motion passed by unanimous vote.

OTHER BUSINESS

The Zoning Board of Adjustment voted for amendments to its Rules for the Transaction of Business.
Chairperson Coley motioned to approve. Seconded by commissioner Rollins. All commissioners
voted “yes”; no, none.

ADJOURN

Chairperson C-oley asked whether there was any other matter to be brought before the Zoning
Board of Adjustment. Seeing none, the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.
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