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Memorandum  
 
To: Administration and Policy Committee  
 
From: Bryan Gurney, PE 

Water & Sewer Department 
 
Date: May 19, 2026  
 
Re: Amending Sections 18-71, 18-72, 18-82 and 18-83 of the Code of Tuscaloosa  
 Wake Shaping Devices and Use of Ballast 
  
 
 
 
Request: 
 
Requesting an ordinance amending Sections 18-71, 18-72, 18-82, and 18-83 of the Code of 
Tuscaloosa. This amendment restricts the use of ballast or wake-shaping devices on Lake 
Tuscaloosa, including limits on distance from shore and narrow areas. The restrictions are only 
applicable when vessels are traveling above idle speed creating a wake.  

There is also language to amend the hours allowed for vessels to tow person(s) for water 
sports/ activities from sunset to sunrise. Previously, the code was written as one (1) hour 
before sunrise and one (1) hour after sunset, but this did not align with the state code. The 
revised code language aligns with state code.  
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APPROVED AS TO FORM                                                Prepared By:  JPW     
                 Requested: Admin Comte  Date:XX/xx/2026  
                        Council Presentation on: xx/xx/2026   
Office of the City Attorney               Suspension of Rules:  No    

 
ORDINANCE NO.   

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 18-71, 18-72, 

18-82 AND 18-83 OF THE CODE OF TUSCALOOSA 
  

(OCA-25-1128) 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TUSCALOOSA as follows: 
 

SECTION ONE.  That Section 18-71 of the Code of Tuscaloosa entitled “Definitions” is 
hereby amended to add Wake Boat in correct alphabetical order as follows: 

Sec. 18-71. Definitions. 

The following definitions shall apply to this division:  

Wake Boat. A specialized type of boat designed to create large wakes utilizing features 
such as ballast systems, hull design and wake shaping devices 

 
SECTION TWO.  That Section 18-82 of the Code of Tuscaloosa is hereby amended to read 

as follows: 
 

 
“Sec. 18-82 Prohibited areas of vessel operation with loaded ballast or wake shaping 

device.” 
 

 
 (a)     An individual may not engage in operation of a vessel with loaded ballast 

or wake shaping device on Lake Tuscaloosa under any of the following 
conditions: 
 
1. Between sunset and sunrise. 

 
2. On any portion of Lake Tuscaloosa where the width of the portion 

is less than 500 feet. 
 

3.   Within 200 feet from any shoreline, dock, pier, boathouse, or 
other structure, unless at idle speed producing no wake. 

 
 

(b) A person may not operate a vessel under the following conditions: 
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1.  With loaded ballast and not engaged in wakeboarding, wake 
surfing or tubing in an approved area. 

 
2.  Loading or unloading of Ballast in areas not approved for 

wakeboarding or wake surfing, unless at idle speed producing no 
wake. 

 
 
(d)  The provisions of this section shall not apply where exempted by a city issued 

permit for a competition or exhibition event.”  
 
SECTION THREE.  That Section 18-80 (b) of the Code of Tuscaloosa is hereby revised as follows: 
 
Sec. 18-80 Prohibitions on waterskiing. 
 
(b) No person shall operate a vessel on Lake Tuscaloosa towing a person or persons on water 
skis, knee board, aquaplane or similar device, nor shall any person engage in water skiing, 
aquaplaning or similar activity, at anytime between sunset and sunrise.  
 
 
 
 
FUNDING REQUIRED: Yes  No                   COUNCIL ACTION 
 
        Resolution      
        Ordinance      
        Introduced      
        Passed       
        2nd Reading      
        Unanimous     
        Failed       
        Tabled       
By:        Amended      
             Chief Financial Officer     Comments:     
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Memorandum  
 
To: Administration and Policy Committee  
 
From: Bryan Gurney, PE 

Water & Sewer Department 
 
Date: May 19, 2026  
 
Re: Adopting the City of Tuscaloosa Manual for the Design of Sanitary Sewer, 2026 Edition 

and Amending Section 16-66, Section 16-75, and Sections 16-200 through 16-202  
 
  
 
 
 
Request: 
 
Requesting an ordinance adopting the City of Tuscaloosa Manual for the Design of Sanitary 
Sewer, 2026 Edition and amending Section 16-66, Section 16-75, and Sections 16-200 through 
16-202 of the Code of Tuscaloosa.  

The ordinance adopts the new 2026 Edition of the City of Tuscaloosa Manual for the Design of 
Sanitary Sewers and updates multiple code sections to require compliance with the new 
standards. It also clarifies procedures for alternative materials, lift station specifications, 
required upgrades, and final acceptance processes for sewer infrastructure which are also 
documented in the updated Design Manual. 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM          Prepared By:  JPW  
    Requested: Admin. Comte  Date: 00/00/2026 
    Council Presentation on:   00/00/2026   

Office of the City Attorney     Suspension of Rules:  No 

ORDINANCE NO _____ 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE CITY OF TUSCALOOSA  MANUAL FOR THE DESIGN 
OF SANITARY SEWERS , 2026 EDITION AND AMENDING SECTION 16-66, 

SECTION 16-75 AND SECTIONS 16-200 THROUGH 16-202 
OF THE CODE OF TUSCALOOSA 

(OCA-26-0677) 

WHEREAS, the office of the city engineer in cooperation with the water and sewer 
department prepared the City of Tuscaloosa Manual for the Design of Sanitary Sewers, 2026 
Edition which supersedes and replaces the 2010 Edition. 

WHEREAS, all the material contained in the City of Tuscaloosa Manual for the Design of 
Sanitary Sewers, 2026 Edition, has been printed as a code in book or pamphlet form and bound 
together; and, 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ala. Code §11-45-8(c),  the City Clerk placed on file in her 
office not less than three (3) copies of said Code for use and examination by the public, and that 
such copies remained on file in the office of the City Clerk for not less than fifteen (15) days prior 
to July 14, 2026; and, 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ala. Code §11-45-8(c),  fifteen (15) days notice of the time, 
place and purpose of the public hearing was published once a week for two (2) consecutive 
weeks in a newspaper of general circulation published in the municipality. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TUSCALOOSA that Section 
16-66,  Section 16-75  and Sections 16-200 through 16-202 of the Code of Tuscaloosa be, and they
are hereby, amended to read as follows:

SECTION ONE.  That Section 16-66 of the Code of Tuscaloosa entitled “Adoption of design 
manual” be and the same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“Sec. 16-66. Adoption of design manual. 

The office of the city engineer in conjunction and cooperation with the 
water and sewer department has developed and maintains a uniform, 
standardized specifications and design manual for the sanitary sewer system. In 
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accordance with the provisions of Code of Ala. 1975, § 11-45-8(c), the City  of 
Tuscaloosa Manual for the Design of Sanitary Sewers, 2026 Edition, (the manual) is 
hereby referred to and adopted by reference as fully as if set out at length herein, 
and from and after the effective date of this article shall govern as far as code or 
ordinance can, to all the subjects to which they relate within the corporate limits 
of the city and within its police jurisdiction. All developer sanitary sewers shall be 
designed and constructed in accordance with the provisions of said manual.” 

SECTION TWO.  That Section 16-75 of the Code of Tuscaloosa entitled “Alternative 
materials, design and methods of construction and equipment.” be and the same is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

“Sec. 16-75. Alternative materials, design and methods of construction and 
equipment. 

All local, state and federal laws and regulations shall be considered when 
interpreting provisions of this division and/or the Manual for the Design of 
Sanitary Sewers, 2026 Edition. In each instance, the more restrictive requirement 
shall govern unless sound engineering judgment can determine and prove that the 
more restrictive requirement would be otherwise unnecessary. In most instances, 
laws and regulations that are phrased more explicitly shall apply over those items 
that are not phrased as precisely.  

The provisions of the Manual for the Design of Sanitary Sewers, 2026 
Edition, are not intended to prevent the installation of any material or to prohibit 
any design or method of construction not specifically prescribed by the manual, 
provided that any such alternative has been approved by the city engineer. An 
alternative material, design or method of construction may be approved where 
the city engineer finds that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies with 
the intent of the provisions of the Manual for the Design of Sanitary Sewers, 2026 
Edition, and that the material, method or work offered is, for the purpose 
intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in the Code in quality, 
strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability and safety.  

All requests for alternative materials, designs or methods pursuant to this 
section must be submitted in writing to the office of the city engineer at the time 
the sanitary sewer permit application is submitted. If written approval from the 
city engineer is not received by the developer or his engineer within fifteen (15) 
days from the date of the submission of the request, then the request is 
automatically denied.”  

SECTION THREE.  That Section 16-200 through Section 16-202 of the Code of Tuscaloosa 
be, and the same is, hereby amended to read as follows: 
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“Sec. 16-200.  Sanitary sewer lift stations; construction specifications, policies 
and procedures. 

(a) Development of specifications. The water and sewer department in
conjunction and cooperation with the office of the city engineer shall develop and 
maintain uniform, standardized office of the city engineer specifications for 
sanitary sewer lift stations (or pumping stations) to be accepted by the city for 
continued maintenance and operation as part of its sanitary sewer collection and 
conveyance system. These specifications and standards shall be in writing and be 
kept on file with the executive director of water & sewer or designee and the 
office of the city engineer. They shall be made available to anyone requesting the 
same pursuant to the city's public records policy.  

(b) Application. Any party or entity wishing to install a sanitary sewer
lift station (or pumping station) to be accepted by the city for continued 
maintenance and operation as part of its sanitary sewer collection and conveyance 
system must apply to the office of the city engineer, in writing, stating their 
intentions with the request for sanitary sewer availability as outlined in the City 
of Tuscaloosa  Sanitary Sewer Design Manual. 

(c) Compliance with specifications. All such sanitary sewer lift stations
shall be built in accordance with the City of Tuscaloosa Sanitary Sewer Design 
Manual, Part 8 Lift Station Design Standards.  All such lift stations shall be 
designed, configured and located in such a manner as to integrate and be 
consistent with the city’s sanitary sewer collection and conveyance system.   

It is the responsibility of the developer and his/her consulting engineer to 
ensure compliance with these specifications. All deviations from the requirements 
of the specifications must be requested in writing to the office of the city engineer 
at the time the above plans are submitted. If written approval of a specification 
deviation is not received by the developer or his engineer within fifteen (15) days 
from the date of the submission of the above request, then it shall be presumed 
that the city has denied the deviation, and the sanitary sewer lift station shall be 
constructed as per the city's specifications.  

(d) Guarantees and warranties.  The specifications shall contain the
requirement that the developer shall guarantee for one year from the date of 
acceptance of the sanitary sewer lift station by the city that the structure and all 
the equipment, pumps, motors, and appurtenances therein shall be free from 
defects and design, materials and workmanship. The sanitary sewer lift station 
manufacturer shall furnish replacement parts for any component proven 
defective, whether of his or other manufacturer during the guarantee period, 
accepting only those items which are normally consumed in service, such as light 
bulbs, oil, grease, packing, etc. These guaranteed components (not parts) shall 
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include pumps, pump motors, electrical control panels (not parts) structural 
components and items that would require the removal of specified components. 
The manufacturer shall provide all labor necessary to replace and repair major 
components which fail during the guarantee period. 

Sec. 16-201. Additional requirements; waivers. 

(a) Generally. The city engineer or executive director of water &
sewer or designee is authorized to specify any additional requirements or 
regulations to meet special circumstances, and the compliance with the standard 
specifications shall not preclude the imposition of additional requirements which 
might be dictated by sound engineering practices.  

(b) Waiver. It is the intent of the city that the specifications describe
the type, kind and attributes of pump station or lift station which is acceptable. In 
instances where units of any manufacturer may be excluded by specific sections of 
the specifications but otherwise comply with the intent, the city engineer or the 
city’s executive director of water & sewer or designee may waive those sections.  

(c) Required upgrade of stations. Based upon the city's determination
of present or future sanitary sewer requirements in the region, the city reserves 
the right to require the developer to upgrade the size, location and/or 
configuration of the lift station to more effectively address all or any portion of 
such requirements; provided, however, [that] under such circumstances, if the 
same significantly increases the incremental cost to the developer of the lift 
station the city and the developer may enter into a cost sharing agreement in 
regard to all or a portion of such additional cost.  

(d) Modifications to Existing Sewer Lift Stations.  Required
modifications to an existing city lift station to accommodate a proposed 
development shall be designed and constructed under city project management 
at the full cost of the Owner / Developer. 
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Sec. 16-202.  Final acceptance. 

(a) Application. The developer or developer's contractor must make
written application to the water and sewer department and the office of the city 
engineer for final approval and acceptance of the lift station. The city will notify 
the developer within thirty (30) days from the date of request, approving the lift 
station in writing or setting forth corrective measures necessary for approval. 
When any corrective action or improvements are necessary for approval, the 
developer or contractor must give the city written notice of completion dates. 
After corrective measures have been completed by the developer, a written 
request for approval must be submitted to the office of the city engineer and 
water and sewer department who shall have thirty (30) days to either approve or 
recommend further corrective measures.  

(b) Deeds. The developer shall present a warranty deed, on city form,
duly executed by the property owner, conveying in fee simple to the city the 
property upon which the lift station is located, including adequate access and 
sufficient area to maintain and operate the station. The developer shall provide a 
property description and plat of the same by a licensed land surveyor of engineer 
unless said property is a lot of a recorded subdivision.  

(c) Cost. Upon final acceptance the city will assume payment of power
costs. 

(d) Plans. At the time of final acceptance, the city shall have been
provided at least two (2) copies of the operation and maintenance documents 
which shall include all design criteria, pump curves, dimensions and all pertinent 
data pertaining to the lift station in hard copy and electronic formats. The city 
shall also be provided with "as-built" drawings in CAD and PDF formats.”  

FUNDING REQUIRED: Yes  No      COUNCIL ACTION 
Resolution 
Ordinance 
Introduced 
Passed 
2nd Reading 
Unanimous 
Failed 
Tabled 

By: Amended 
       Chief Financial Officer Comments: 
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Memorandum  

To: Administration and Policy Committee 

From: Bryan Gurney, PE 
Water & Sewer Department 

Date: May 19, 2026 

Re: Amending Section 16-58(d) of the Code of Tuscaloosa 
Septage Receiving at the WRRF 

Request: 

Requesting an ordinance to amend section 16-58(d) of the Code of Tuscaloosa. The amendment 
updates the plant name, clarifies required hauler forms, and refines the FOG and septage fee 
structure. It also adds fees for tag replacement and restoring access after shutoff. Additionally, 
it limits accepted septage to specific nearby counties. 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM                                                     Prepared By:   SBH   
         Requested: Finance          
                Presentation on: 00/00/2026 
Office of the City Attorney      Suspension of Rules: No  
 

ORDINANCE NO.______ 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 16-58(d) OF THE CODE OF TUSCALOOSA, PERTAINING TO 

FEES, CHARGES AND PENALTIES 
(OCA-24-1813) 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TUSCALOOSA as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE.  That Section 16-58(d) is hereby amended to read as follows:  
  
         “Sec. 16-58. Fees, charges, penalties. 
 
(d) Regulation of wastewater and septage hauler (holding tank) discharges. All persons 

owning vacuum and/or "cesspool" pump trucks or other liquid wastewater transport 
trucks shall not discharge materials within the city, except as approved to discharge at the 
designated facilities located at the city's water resource recovery facility. In addition, 
before any vacuum and/or "cesspool" pump trucks or other liquid wastewater transport 
trucks can discharge wastewater directly or indirectly into the city's water resource 
recovery facility, the owner of said trucks shall first be permitted through the city water 
and sewer department by having applied for and receiving an access pass card or barcode 
pass sticker. Every individual vehicle used in the service of septage hauling must have its 
own individual access pass card or barcode pass sticker for the purposes of accessing the 
septage dump facility in order to track the discharges from each specific truck. 

  
(1) Application for access pass card or bar code sticker. All applicants for an 

access pass card or bar code pass sticker shall complete such forms as 
required by the city water and sewer department, and agree to abide by 
the provisions of this division and any special conditions or regulations 
established by the city. 

 
(2) Business license required. All businesses requesting access to discharge to 

the city's water resource recovery facility septage dumping facility are 
required to obtain and maintain in good standing with the appropriate city 
business license. 

 
(3) Duration of validity for access pass card or bar code sticker. Such access 

pass cards or bar code pass strips shall be valid for as long as all documents 
required by the city’s FOG manual are in good standing and for as long as 
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all sums invoiced to the business for septage dumping charges are paid to 
the city water and sewer department in a timely manner. 

(4) Revocation of access. Access to discharge to the water resource recovery
facility septage dumping facility shall be subject to revocation by the
Water and Sewer Department for violation of any provision of this division
or by any reasonable regulation established by the city. In addition, access
shall be limited to the discharge of wastewater which has none of the
prohibited wastes enumerated in sections 16-42 through 16-47.

(5) Reestablishment of account/access. A $50 fee will be assessed prior to
reestablishment of access and a new access pass card or bar code sticker
will be issued.

(6) Time and location of discharge, refusal of discharge. The city shall
designate the locations and times where such trucks may be discharged
and may refuse to accept any truckload of waste in the absolute
discretion of the Water and Sewer Department, including where it
appears that the waste could interfere with the effective operation of the
city's water resource recovery facility. The City of Tuscaloosa Hilliard N.
Fletcher Water Resource Recovery Facility located at 4010 Reese Phifer
Avenue will only accept septage or FOG which originates within
Tuscaloosa, Pickens, Greene, Walker, Hale, Fayette, Jefferson, Shelby,
and Bibb counties. No exceptions will be made.

(7) Fees. A treatment fee schedule based upon the quantities hauled and
discharged is outlined in the following table and fees shall be paid to the
city water and sewer department office as indicated on invoices issued
for dumping activities. Hauler shall be charged based on nominal truck
size and/or actual discharge.

Base Septage Fee Out of County 
Septage Fee 

In Service Area 
FOG Fee 

Out of Service 
Area FOG Fee 

$0.114/Gallon $0.184/Gallon $0.171/Gallon $0.241/Gallon 

Example: 1,000 gallons of septage from within Tuscaloosa County dumping charge = $114.00 
(1,000 × Base Septage Fee) 
Example: 1,000 gallons of septage from outside Tuscaloosa County dumping charge = $184.00 
(1,000 × Out of County Septage Fee) 
Example: 1,000 gallons of FOG from within the City W&S service area dumping charge = 
$171.00 (1,000 × In Service Area FOG fee) 
Example: 1,000 gallons of FOG from outside the City W&S service area dumping charge = 
$241.00 (1,000 × Out of Service Area FOG fee) 

17



Beginning October 1, 2022, and at the beginning of each fiscal year through fiscal year 2026 the 
rates established in this code section shall be increased annually at a rate of no less than six 
percent 6% plus any applicable CPI increase. 

(8) Location of discharge of septic tank waste. Septic tank waste shall be
discharged into the city's water resource recovery facility only at the
designated dump facility located at the Hilliard N. Fletcher Water
Resource Recovery Facility.

(9) Lost or damaged access pass cards or bar code stickers. Lost or damaged
access pass cards can be replaced upon request at the Hilliard N. Fletcher
Water Resource Recovery Facility for an additional cost of fifty dollars
($50.00).

(10) Required use of manifests. The volume of disposal by each hauler shall
be recorded at the time of pumping on manifests provided by the City.
Manifests shall be completed in their entirety and signed by hauler.
Manifests shall be made available to haulers at the Hilliard N. Fletcher
Water Resource Recovery Facility during normal business hours.

(11) Failure to use manifests. Failure to use the manifests as directed will
initiate an escalating enforcement policy by the city as follows based on
the severity of the violation. For a minor offense the hauler will receive
a written warning, for repeated or more severe offenses the hauler’s
access will be revoked at the discretion of the Water and Sewer
Department.

(12) Effective date. The fee schedule and enforcement policy listed in section
16-58 shall be effective June 1, 2026.

FUNDING REQUIRED: Yes  No COUNCIL ACTION 

Resolution 
Ordinance 
Introduced 
Passed 
2nd Reading 
Unanimous 
Failed 
Tabled 

By: Amended 
  Finance Director Comments: 
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